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ulcer was under treatment in 1878, and that it was cured in about six months. 
The patient stated that about this time he found that he had difficulty in walking. 
In January, 1880, the symptoms of tingling appeared in the right side, and then 
passed to the left; walking became difficult, and ataxia was developed in Octo¬ 
ber, 1880. 

In another case, occurring in M. Morer’s own experience, the perforating ulcer 
appeared in 1877 or 1878; mania in 1880, though no symptoms of ataxia were 
then present, but appeared in October, 1881. 

The demonstration in four instances of the existence of perforating disease 
before the onset of ataxic symptoms would be even more interesting were the 
number of cases larger. It seems, however, that it can be admitted that in a cer¬ 
tain number of cases the perforating disease appears during the incubation of 
nervous affections (general paralysis and locomotor ataxia), a fact which may be 
of some prognostic value, and should direct treatment towards the initial point of 
these diseases.— Gazette Hebdom., July 28, 1882. 


Spontaneous Gangrene of the Skin. 

At the Vienna Medical Society ( Allg. Wiener Med. Zeit., May 16, 1882), 
Prof. Neumann exhibited a patient, the subject of a rare if not an unique affec¬ 
tion of the skin, viz., spontaneous gangrene. In all the few cases resembling it 
which have been hitherto published, there have been preceding diseased conditions 
of the system, and the gangrene has manifested itself in the course of some days, 
but in this case the acute character of the attack is the chief point of interest. 
The patient, an ansemic girl, eighteen years of age, and with spare menstruation, 
had suffered from the affection from October 15 until March 29, and had been 
under the care of the same medical, man, who then transferred her to Prof. 
Neumann. The first gangrenous spots were observed in the palm of the hand, 
seven in number, and were succeeded by effiorescences about the size of a florin 
in the region of the clavicle and manubrium sterni, where nine gangrenous spots 
of pretty equal size were developed. Numerous gangrenous spots then succeeded 
each other on both arms, and finally two appeared underneath the left patella. 
These appearances were preceded by a burning sensation which lasted for some 
minutes, the skin then becoming reddened over a limited space, somewhat raised, 
and its temperature increased. These spots became gradually circumscribed 
from the surrounding skin, and appeared first of a brownish and then of a dead- 
white colour. Sensation was first entirely abolished at the periphery, and in 
about half an hour at the centre also, the whole mass forming an eschar of the 
cutis. These occurrences were observed by Prof. Neumann personally on four 
occasions. A secretion of serous liquid also took place in the vicinity, and from 
some of the eschars ramifications radiated, somewhat in the manner that is observed 
when the surface has been struck by lightning. The sloughs separated between 
the tenth and fourteenth days, raised up by rapidly increasing granulations. In 
two sloughs which were separated by the scissors, a microscopical examination 
enabled the unchanged panniculus adiposus and the enlarged veins of the sub¬ 
cutaneous connective tissue to be distinguished. Unable to assign any cause for 
this diseased condition, Prof. Neumann thinks it probable that it may depend 
upon vaso-motor disturbance. Docent Dr. Weiss, who had attended the case 
with Prof. Neumann, believes that it probably is a disease of the peripheric 
nerves, conditions similar to which have been described by authors, and especi¬ 
ally by Charcot. The acute decubitus in various diseases of the spinal cord would 
seem to be of an analogous nature. Hofrath Prof. Billroth said that the case 
gave him the impression of an artificial disease, and that he suspected that the 
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girl was guilty of some deception. The diseased parts look as if caustic potash 
had been passed over them. The ease bore no relationship to the one described 
by Raynaud, which was that of a delicate anmmic French woman. The blood 
ceased to circulate in the ends of her fingers, which became blue, and then gan¬ 
grenous. The granulations which succeeded were pale and flaccid, so that many 
months were required before cicatrization could be procured. But here we have 
a strong and well-fed girl, the parts which it is pretended are spontaneously 
attacked corresponding neither to the course of a nerve nor to that of the vessel, 
while the granulations which succeed to the fall of the slough are splendid, and 
almost characteristic of caustic eschars. How are we to explain why portions of 
the skin which are said to have spontaneously mortified on account of defective 
nutrition should afterwards manifest such powerful recuperative power? “If we 
are not in the presence of a miracle—and I am no believer in miracles—the case 
is absolutely incomprehensible. On the other hand, it is only too well known 
what hysterical women will do to render themselves interesting—swallowing 
needles or sticking them into their persons, or inflicting severe pain upon them¬ 
selves in other ways. The first thing to be done here is to ascertain whether this 
girl is not practising an intentional deception.” Prof. Neumann opposed this 
view energetically, stating that the eschars produced by caustic potash had quite 
another appearance (Hofrath Billroth observed that other caustic substances 
might have been used). “ And then I have expressly stated that I have observed 
the case. The parts of the skin attacked first became raised and reddened, and 
then lost their colour, a white, and only later a brown, eschar forming. I have 
described the case as unique, and cannot believe that any deception is being 
practised. We have here to do with a disease.” Hofrath Billroth added, “I 
can only repeat to you the words of my teacher Romberg , 1 Never believe a woman, 
even when she appears to be dead.’ ” Prof. Auspitz could not regard this case 
as an example of symmetrical gangrene, although he could not go so far as Prof. 
Billroth and explain it by declaring the woman an impostor. In analogous cases a 
more or less complete stasis of the bloodvessels or cessation of the nerve-function 
has been adduced ; but a case like this he had never met with. Prof. Neumann 
promised to comply with a suggestion made by Prof. Albert, that the sloughs 
should be chemically examined, to ascertain whether they had been produced by 
the influence of mineral acids or caustic alkali.— Med. limes and Gaz., June 
24, 1882. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY AND OTOLOGY. 

A New Ptosis Operation. 

The insufficiency of operations hitherto proposed for the relief of complete or 
nearly complete ptosis, with little or no power in the levator, is well known. 
Pagenstecher has devised an operation which depends for its effect on bringing 
the frontalis to act directly on the upper lid, and thus substituting the action of 
this muscle for that of the levator. This is accomplished by producing a super¬ 
ficial vertical cicatrix connecting the frontalis with the edge of the lid. A needle 
is entered about a finger’s breadth above the supraorbital ridge, and carried 
downward beneath the skin to emerge at the level of the lashes; a thread is 
drawn through and the ends tied together without much dragging. Each day the 
thread is pulled on till it finally cuts its way out. The reaction is very moderate ; 
the disfigurement caused by the scar is very little, and much more than made up for 
by the improvement in appearance obtained by relief of the ptosis. Pagenstecher 
has found one suture suffice in the cases operated on, but suggests that two may 



